
 “To be Christ for Others as Christ is for Us.”...  Learn it, Live it! 

2601 San Ramon Valley Blvd.  San Ramon, CA  94583-1630 
 
PASTOR 
 Rev. Johnson Abraham 
 
DEACON 
  Rev. Mr. John Durden 
  Rev. Mr. Fred Seril 
  Rev. Mr. Brendan Coffey (transiƟonal) 
 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 
 Bob Cummings 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS:  
M-Th: 8:30 a.m.– 4 p.m. 
Closed on Friday, Saturday and Sunday 

 

EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATIONS 
Weekday Mass 

9:00 AM 
Vigil Liturgy 

Saturday, 4:30 PM  
Weekend Masses 

Sunday, 8:00 , 10:00 AM  
and 12:00 PM  

 

Daily 9 AM Mass and Sunday 8 AM 
Mass are livestreamed on our Parish  
website at www.sjasr.org 
 

CHURCH OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER   
M-Th: 8:30 a.m.—4 p.m. 
Church office closed on Friday 
Chapel also open for private prayer 
 

EUCHARIST TO SICK OR HOMEBOUND 
 Arranged with Homebound Ministry  
 

RECONCILIATION 
  Saturday, 3– 4 p.m. or by appt.   

  

PRAY THE ROSARY   
 Monday - Friday aŌer the 9 AM Mass  
 

EXPOSITION OF THE  
BLESSED SACRAMENT 
Beginning January 2024: 1st Friday of 
the month, aŌer 9:30 a.m.-12 Noon   
unƟl 12 Noon. Closes w/ BenedicƟon 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 21, 2024 

Adults:  In last week’s Gospel, we heard Jesus say, “Come and see.”  
This week, we hear of Simon and Andrew, James and John,  
abandoning their nets to follow Jesus.  How they must have been 
aƩracted and moved by His call! In your life, when have you  
abandoned an interest, a habit, a hobby, your “personal Ɵme” or 
even a job to follow Christ?  How did that response change your life?  
 
Children:  If someone like Jesus, someone of faith, called or  
challenged you to follow God, how would you respond? Are you 
open to God’s call in your life?  
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PARISH OFFICE   2601 San Ramon Valley Blvd.  San Ramon, CA  94583-1630 
Phone: 925-830-0600  Fax: 925 830-5059  
Email:  ParishOffice@sjasr.org Website: www.sjasr.org  
 Realm:  hƩps://onrealm.org/sjasr FORMED: hƩps://sjasr.formed.org 
Facebook:   hƩps://www.facebook.com/stjoansr    
Instagram:   hƩps://www.instagram.com/stjoansr  
TwiƩer:         hƩps://www.twiƩer.com/stjoansr 
Hours: M-Th: 8:30 a.m.—4 p.m.; Closed on Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
 

 Rev. Johnson Abraham                                    x223 jabraham@sjasr.org 
  Deacon John Durden  jdurden@sjasr.org 
    Deacon Fred Seril  fseril@sjasr.org 
 Bob Cummings - Pastoral Associate   x224 bcummings@sjasr.org 
 Wendy Bankson - Office Administrator   x221 wbankson@sjasr.org 
 Raymond Figueroa- Ministry & Comm.   X228 rfigueroa@sjasr.org  
 Janet Magtoto - IT and AdministraƟon  x243 jmagtoto@sjasr.org 
 John Cummings - FaciliƟes Plant Manager  x232 jcummings@sjasr.org 
 Agatha Lee - Music Director x227  alee@sjasr.org 
  

FAITH FORMATION AND EVANGELIZATION  
 Phone: 925 830-4710  
 Mary Machi - Director   x244 mmachi@sjasr.org 
  

  ADULT FAITH FORMATION  
 Phone: 925 830-0600  AFF@sjasr.org  
 Rosemarie McKenney - Director  x248  rmckenney@sjasr.org 
 Maureen Tiffany - RCIA   x222  mƟffany@sjasr.org 
  

  CHILDREN AND YOUTH FAITH FORMATION   
 Phone:  925 830-4710 (grades K-5)  CFF@sjasr.org 
 Mary Machi - Children’s Sacraments   x244 mmachi@sjasr.org 
 Marie Pena - Office Administrator   x230 mpena@sjasr.org 
 
 Phone:         925 830-4720 (grades 6-12)   YouthMinistry@sjasr.org 
 Beverly Fung  - LIGHT (High school)               x231 bfung@sjasr.org 
 Gina Camp -ConfirmaƟon/EDGE (6-8 grade) x233 gcamp@sjasr.org       

    

If your contact informaƟon changes please noƟfy the Parish Office. 
YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION 

SACRAMENTS OUR CONTACT INFORMATION 

“The Sacraments are the manifestaƟon of the 
Father’s tenderness and love  

towards each of us.”    

BAPTISM    Private bapƟsms are now 
available on Saturdays.  To make an  
appointment, please send an email to the 
parish office at bapƟsm@sjasr.org 
 

CONFIRMATION   PreparaƟon for teens 
begins in grade nine. Contact the Youth 
Ministry Office. Adults, over 18, contact 
Maureen Tiffany at 830-0600. 
 

MARRIAGE   The bride, the groom or their 
parents must be registered parishioners of 
St. Joan of Arc. The couple must also meet 
with a priest at least six months prior to the 
proposed wedding date. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK   For anyone 
experiencing chronic illness or preparing for 
medical treatment, surgery, long-term care, 
etc., please call the Parish Office to arrange 
an appointment with a priest.  
 

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (R.C.I.A.)  
For individuals interested in becoming 
Catholic, and for adult Catholics who have 
not received Eucharist or ConfirmaƟon, 
contact the Parish Office. 

~Pope Francis 

SACRAMENTS 

Read the readings before you come to 
Mass. The daily readings can be found in 
many places, including: 

• page three of the bulleƟn 
• online at www.usccb.org 
• on the Catholic phone app Laudate 

“The Sacraments are the manifestaƟon of the 
Father’s tenderness and love  

towards each of us.”    

AuƟsm and Special Needs Support 
will not be meeƟng on a regular basis 
unƟl further noƟce. For quesƟons or 
concerns, contact Sue Walsh at  
sbwjobs1@mac.com, or 925-708-5671 

 
 

Divorce and Separated Support  
Sue Pieraccini  925 819-1809 
smc9@sbcglobal.net  

 
 

 

Financial Needs and/or donaƟons: 
St. Vincent de Paul 

 Leave message at office:  
925-830-0600, X246 

PREPARE FOR MASS  

SJASR.FORMED.ORG - free Catholic 
movies and books. 

RESOURCES FOR YOU 
General Social Service Needs  

AddicƟon, DomesƟc Violence, 
EducaƟon and more. Visit  Faith in 
AcƟon Catholic Social Services at 
faithinacƟonoakdiocese.org 
 
 
 

Job Support 
Rosemarie McKenney 925 830-0600 
rmckenney@sjasr.org 

 
 
 

Marriage Trouble - Get Hope  
HelpOurMarriage.com 
www.sjasr.org/MARRIAGE 

RESOURCES TO ASSIST YOU WITH A STRUGGLE  
YOU MAY BE CURRENTLY EXPERIENCING 

 Join Realm, our parish 
communicaƟon system for 
the latest  parish news, 
group and ministry updates, 

and service opportuniƟes. If you’d like to join 
Realm,  please contact Ministry and 
CommunicaƟons Coordinator Raymond 
Figueroa at rfigueroa@sjasr.org  or send your 
your request via the parish website. 
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MASS SCHEDULE, READINGS AND INTENTIONS PRAYERS  

LOVED ONES WHO ARE DECEASED:   
JAVIER SERRANO 

We add new names to the sick list weekly (generally, 
names remain on the sick list for three months). To 
add a name, please email:  parishoffice@sjasr.org  

Dear God, Please embrace those who are sick and hur ng today and let 
them feel the warmth of Your love and  healing presence. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

LOVED ONES WHO ARE SICK   (recently added are in red). 

Saturday, January 20:  
2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27/Ps 80:2-3, 5-7/Mk 3:20-21         
 4:30 PM       Ron Weston +, Belchior and Natalia 
         Pais, Alberto Villon, Sr.  
 

Sunday, January  21: 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Jon 3:1-5, 10/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 (4a)/1 Cor 7:29-31/ 
Mk 1:14-20 
          8:00 AM       Uranie Laplace, Mark Tuccini +,  
           and Catherine Fidel + 
          10:00 AM      Members of St. Joan of Arc 
           12 Noon       Brian Cheng,  Iluminada Maniego +,  
                                  and Myde Esgra Sollano +  
  
Monday, January 22 
2 Sm 5:1-7, 10/Ps 89:20, 21-22, 25-26/Mk 3:22-30             

9:00 AM    Susan Gonzales +, Rosalina  
                  Pimentel +,  Robert Cruz +            

 
Tuesday, January 23:  
2 Sm 6:12b-15, 17-19/Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10/Mk 3:31-35                            
           9:00 AM       Chona Roberto, Richard Souza +, 
       Andre Diaz    
                            
Wednesday, January 24:   
2 Sm 7:4-17/Ps 89:4-5, 27-28, 29-30/Mk 4:1-20  
             9:00 AM      Richard  Thornton +, Alfonso  
                                  Albano + 
               
Thursday, January 25:  
Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22/Ps 117:1bc, 2/Mk 16:15-18  
            9:00 AM        Rodolfo Secosana Cheng + 
              
Friday, January 26:  
2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 7-8a, 10/ 
Mk 4:26-34  
            9:00 AM        Roxes Arza Garcia + 
                          
Saturday, January 27:  
2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17/Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 16-17/ 
Mk 4:35-41   
 4:30 PM       Teodora CasƟllo +, Sergio  
                        CasƟllo Sr. +, Alberto Villon, Jr. +  
 

Sunday, January  28: 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Dt 18:15-20/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 7-9 (8)/1 Cor 7:32-35/ 
Mk 1:21-28  
          8:00 AM       Herman Paganini +, Tim Pearce + 
          10:00 AM      Esther Garcia +, Facundo  
                                 Cabanayan + Juliana Nacino + 
           12 Noon       Members of St. Joan of Arc 

Edna Aguadera 
Chan Belloso 
Lois Belmessieri 
Shirin Blessi 
Viola Cleo Bradshaw 
Carina Besana Bucu 
Frank Canova 
Elma Capisen 
Gloria Chapman 
Ken, Mary Lou & Steven Clovee 
See Siu Bi Co 
Fran Coit 
Don and Paula Coloppy 
Agnes Cosgrove 
Walter Crocket 
Missie Cruz 
Naff Davis 
Ramon de Guzman 
Patrick DeLiegro 
Rev. Jenito Delos Santos 
Gregory Dimmling 
Danton Dizon 
Cosmo and Patrick Diliegro 
Michael Dunkel 
L. Duran 
Bobby Durden 
Rita and Bob Edwards 
Ella Empleo 
Coleen Franklin 
Kaleo Gabriel 
Suselyn GamoƟon 
Jim Ganser 
Michael Geib 
Judith Geib 
Mary Ann Gibbs 
Ronald Gibson 
Gina and Tom Hajduch 
Connie Heim 
David and Robbie Hiduk 
Colleen Holmolka 
Glynnis Hubbard 
Brendan Igwe 
 

Mary Jabari & Jabari Family 
Jeremiah Jones 
Ronald and Robert Kopas 
Patria Lagbao 
Tom Leverton 
Ron Lommori 
Connie Ma 
Jeremy Ma 
Marcie Mach 
Dorothy Mariscal and Family 
Joan McCormack 
Irmgard Witzke McMillan 
Judith Mendaros 
Bill Moore 
Angel Moreno 
Joy Muyco 
Barbara Pinto-Choate 
Judy Quadraccia 
Victor Raziano 
Melba Rebiejo 
Karen Rivera 
Pat Rosecrans 
Gualberto SalvaƟn, Jr.  
Rick SanƟ 
Jason Scher 
John Schnaidt 
Fr. Vince ScoƩ 
Sinead 
Jimmy and Doug Smith 
Camden Stefanik & Family 
Katherine Stupak 
Betsy Sullivan 
Ashleigh TalboƩ  
Michael Tam 
Arildo Villon  
Raquel Villon 
Phil Volta 
Bill White 
Sean Wilske 
Sheryl Wingard 
Frank Williams 
ChrisƟne Zafra 
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Upcoming Weekly Programs:   
 
Sunday 
7 p.m.  ConfirmaƟon Groups 
 

Monday 
6:50-8:30 p.m.:  LIGHT  
5—6:30 p.m.:  RCIA (Conference Rm) 
7 p.m.:  RevelaƟon Scripture Study (Cl. 1) 
 

Tuesday 
10 a.m.  Peacemakers Group 
6:30 p.m. ALPHA DINNER (MPR-open at 6pm) 
7 p.m.  Simbang Gabi Choir pracƟce (Church) 
7 p.m.   Adult ConfirmaƟon (Conference Rm) 
 

Wednesday 
9:30 a.m. MeditaƟon Group (Classroom 1) 
9:45 a.m. RevelaƟon Study (LCR) 
6:50-8:30 p.m. EDGE (MPR and Classrooms) 
7 p.m.:   RevelaƟon Study (zoom) 
7 p.m.   Choir rehearsal (Church) 
 
Thursday 
7 p.m.   Cantor rehearsal (Church) 
7 p.m.  RevelaƟon Study (LCR) 
 
Friday 
7:00 p.m. Friday Evening Mass PreparaƟon (LCR) 
 

LCR: Lower Conference Room 

Repentance and truth... 
 
We start telling lies around the age of three, the experts 
tell us. It’s understandable—lying is a god-like power. 
Whatever I want, I need only say it, and the world  
rearranges itself accordingly. It’s amazing at first but soon 
reality snaps back, and I’m faced with a dilemma. If I  
remain commiƩed to my lie, I start to fracture into  
pieces. My words and reality driŌ apart, and I find myself 
lost in a lonely world of further falsehoods and fear of 
being found out. 
   How marvelous, then, that Jesus begins His ministry by 
proclaiming: “Repent!” We tend to think it means “stop 
doing bad things,” but it doesn’t—it literally means “go  
beyond the mind you have.” Think in a new way. It’s  
painful to admit, but some porƟon of my mind is addicted 
to lie-telling, usually to protect my ego or make life  
easier. To repent means to admit this tendency, to say, 
“I’m done lying,” and to move beyond my split mind into 
a complete commitment to the truth. Perhaps that’s why 
at Mass we together proclaim, “I have sinned in my 
thoughts, and in my words…” Repentance and truth-
telling work together.  
   Those who know the twelve-step process of addicƟon 
recovery know this process well. The fourth step requires 
radical truth-telling: lisƟng our moral defects. This isn’t 
being scrupulous, rather it is freedom from falsehood, 
and entrance into the real world. This week, I invite you 
to join me in this pracƟce. Get your phone or piece of  
paper. Answer the quesƟon: what are your true moral 
defects? Write them down. Remember, the Lord knows 
them already and loves you. We have a sacrament where 
this truth-telling is celebrated: Confession. Perhaps it is 
finally Ɵme to go beyond our childish lies. 
                                                      ~Fr. John Muir, LPi 

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
January 21, 2024 
 

“Teach me your ways, O Lord.”  Ps 25 

Fr. Johnson to meet with  
Eucharistic Ministers in January 

 
 Fr. Johnson, our new pastor, would like to meet with all 
the EucharisƟc Ministers to get some input and history of 
our ministry as well as introduce some new procedures.  
    As you may have heard, we will be reintroducing the 
cup (Precious Blood) in February 2024. So please plan to 
join Fr. Johnson for one of the two mandatory  
EucharisƟc Ministry meeƟngs in the church: 
• Sunday, January 21 at 1:15 p.m. OR 
• Tuesday, January 23 at 7 p.m.    
   New recruits welcome! For more informaƟon, please 
contact Lisa Roberts at lrr1@sbcglobal.net 

       Annual contribution letters go out   
               at the end of  January  
    

   For those who have donated more than $250 to the 
parish this year, your contribuƟon statement will be 
emailed to you by the end of January.  If we don’t 
have your email address on file, we’ll send your  
contribuƟon leƩer via US mail.  You can also log  
into your Realm profile and upload a copy of your 
statement aŌer February 1st. 
   If you are currently using online giving and no long-
er wish to receive the parish envelopes, please email 
at parishoffice@sjasr.org 
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Pray for the recently baptized  
 
We recently welcomed to our parish  
community the newly bapƟzed:  
 

Beau Francis Brady 
   

We ask that you pray for Beau, his parents and  
godparents as they conƟnue their faith journey. 

Follow St. Joan of  Arc on  
social media at: 

 
Facebook: hƩps://www.facebook.com/stjoansr 
Instagram: hƩps://www.instagram.com/stjoansr  
TwiƩer: hƩps://www.twiƩer.com/stjoansr  

Coming in February Parish Mission with 
speaker and musician Chris Bray  

 
   Coming to St. Joan of Arc is Catholic speaker and  
musician Chris Bray (you might remember him as our re-
treat leader via Zoom during the pandemic).  
    We are excited to have Chris with us for: A PARENT  
RETREAT – a retreat for parents of kids of all ages!  
Saturday, Feb. 24, 8:30 a.m. – 12 noon. RegistraƟon  
informaƟon is coming in January.  
    Chris will also be leading a PARISH MISSION— 
a chance for us to encounter Christ more deeply, be  
transformed by the Holy Spirit, and equipped to share the 
Gospel! Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday, February 25-27,  
7-8:30 p.m. in the Church. We’ll see you there! 

          Saints and Special Observances 
 
Monday: Day of Prayer for the Legal ProtecƟon of 
  Unborn Children 
Tuesday: St. Vincent, Deacon and Martyr;  
   St. Marianne Cope, Virgin  
Wednesday: St. Francis de Sales, Bishop and Doctor 
Thursday: The Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle  
Friday:  Sts. Timothy and Titus, Bishops  
Saturday: St. Angela Merici, Virgin  

CYO Track & Field – 2024 Season  
 
The 2024 CYO Track & Field season will begin early  
February and run until early May. We offer a full range of 
Track (running) and Field (High Jump, Long Jump, Softball 
Throw and Shot Put) events for Grades 3rd thru 8th.   
Practice/track meet schedules, and information are  
available on our website  www.sisjacyotrack.com.   
   Mandatory parent information meetings will be  
scheduled and dates / times will be listed on the  
website.  Registration is planned to open on February 1, 
2024.  We welcome any interested parents for our  
coaching and leadership staff.—no prior track experience 
is necessary.  If you’re interested in assisƟng, or if you 
have any quesƟons, email us at: sisjatrack@gmail.com. 

Update in worship practices from 
Bishop Michael Barber: 
Kneeling During Mass 

 
The General InstrucƟon for the  
Roman Missal for the United States, No 43, 
states that "In the dioceses of the United 
States of America, they should kneel  
beginning aŌer the singing or recitaƟon of 

the Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy) unƟl aŌer the Amen of the 
EucharisƟc Prayer, except when prevented on occasion by 
ill health, or for reasons of lack of space, of the large  
number of people present, or for another reasonable 
cause .... The faithful kneel aŌer the Agnus Dei (Lamb of 
God); unless the Diocesan Bishop determines otherwise."  
    I understand it had been the policy in our diocese set by 
a previous bishop to remain standing following the Lamb 
of God. However, I see no valid reason for us to diverge 
from the common pracƟce of the Church in the United 
States.  
    Therefore, I ask that in our diocese we join the rest of 
the faithful in our country in kneeling aŌer the Lamb of 
God in order to prepare ourselves reverently for  
recepƟon of Holy Communion.  
     Following recepƟon of Holy Communion, each  
person may stand, sit or kneel as they choose, unƟl the 
priest asks everyone to stand for the Prayer A er  
Communion.  
    These policies are to be considered NormaƟve and must 
be observed by Ash Wednesday, February 14, 2024. 

Yours fraternally in Christ, 

The Most Reverend Michael C Barber, S.J. 
Bishop of Oakland 

Shalom World: Jesus Heals program 
 
The Jesus Heals program, sponsored by Shalom World, a 
Catholic Media Ministry, offers you an opportunity to  
experience the healing touch of our Lord in the EucharisƟc 
presence, with Holy Mass, praise and worship, AdoraƟon 
and special prayers.  Masses will be led by Fr. Roy PalaƩy, 
CMI, Spiritual Director of Shalom Media: Offered at  
St. Michael’s in Livermore, Mon., Jan.  22, 6:30 p.m. &  
St. Raymond’s in Dublin, Thurs., Jan. 25, 6:30 p.m. 
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GO TO SJASR.FORMED.ORG  
FOR FREE MOVIES, AUDIO BOOKS, E-BOOKS, ,TALKS, STUDIES AND 
MORE! FEATURED MOVIES: Mother Teresa, Clare & Francis, Padre 
Pio, Pope John Paul II, Joan of Arc,  Bakhita and Joseph. 

PREPARE FOR SUNDAY MASS  
at 7pm on Friday nights in the Lower Conference Room 

Join us on Friday evenings from 7-8:30 pm when we meet in-person to prepare for the weekend’s Mass by 
viewing videos from Dr. Brant Pitre that will deepen our understanding of the readings we will hear at Mass 
each week,  blossom our understanding of the Gospels and enhance our relaƟonships with Jesus.   

All are welcome! Just drop in or RSVP to Emil at mbehraz@gmail.com. 

WELCOME SENIOR ADULTS 
Our Senior Adult Ministry meets,  "SAM", meets on the  

second Tuesday of the month at 11:30  
To explore, contact: Phyllis at  (925) 804-6090 phyllis9@comcast.net 

SOMEONE YOU KNOW MAY BE HURTING  
Help them … or help yourself …  

to find help and support  during separaƟon and divorce 
 

Our divorce support group gathers on Tuesdays at 7pm. Contact Sue Pieraccini at 
smc9@sbcglobal.net 

Our Winter Bible Study 
RevelaƟon: The Kingdom Yet to Come 

is underway! 
During our recent studies about the Eucharist, the Book of  RevelaƟon was  referenced so oŌen that we de-

cided we need to delve into this  fascinaƟng and misunderstood book of the Bible.  

In fact, aŌer this study, you will understand why the Book of RevelaƟon may very well  
be the easiest book of the Bible to understand. 

Let us know if you would like to join us! We have five study groups each week: 
• Monday evenings at 7pm (Classroom 1) 
• Wednesday mornings at 9:45am (Lower Conference Room and zoom) 
• Wednesday evenings at 7pm (zoom only) 
• Thursday evenings at 7pm (Lower Conference Room only) 
• Saturday mornings at 8:30am  (zoom only) 

 You can order a study guide at  hƩps://ascensionpress.com/collecƟons/revelaƟon-the-kingdom-yet-to-come 

TO SIGN UP, WRITE TO ROSEMARIE AT RMcKenney@sjasr.org 
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Programs and Services : Rosemarie McKenney        Adult Sacraments: Maureen Tiffany 
RMcKenney@sjasr.org 925 830-0600, x248               MTiffany@sjasr.org, 925 830-0600, x222 

Adult Faith Formation’s mission: to form joyful disciples who know, love  
and serve Jesus … through prayer, learning, community and service 

Adult Faith Formation’s mission: to form joyful disciples who know, love  
and serve Jesus … through prayer, learning, community and service 

LAST CHANCE TO JOIN OUR 
Winter Alpha Dinner & Film Series 
“Come and See” what the Alpha experience is all about 
Tuesday, January 23, is the last gathering at 

              which we welcome newcomers 
Write to Rosemarie NOW to let us know you’re coming: 

RMcKenney@sjasr.org  
If  you’ve experienced an Alpha Dinner & Film Series, you know what a wonderful opportunity it provides for 
building community, forming friendships, understanding our personal relaƟonships with Jesus and growing 
closer to God. 

Alpha is for everyone! Alpha creates a space where you can be excited to come (even bring your friends, 
neighbors, and co-workers) to have a conversaƟon about life, faith, meaning … and Jesus. 

Why Alpha? 
In a world of isolaƟon, anonymity, and keyboard warriors, Alpha offers a space for honest and judgment-
free conversaƟons about life’s biggest quesƟons. Everyone is welcome, and no quesƟons are off-limits.  

Alpha creates a space where you can be excited to bring your friends, neighbors, and co-workers to have a 
conversaƟon about life, faith, meaning … and Jesus. 

Alpha is a 10-week course (with a special Saturday together) that includes a film and exciƟng dialog. Each 
session looks at a different quesƟon designed to inspire sƟmulaƟng conversaƟon. 

Alpha gives you (and your guests) an opportunity to encounter Jesus in a life-changing way …  and to be  
empowered to play a part in each other’s journeys. 

There’s no pressure, no follow-up and no charge, just an open, informal and honest space to explore life’s 
big quesƟons together. 

To learn more, watch the short videos at sjasr.org/Alpha. 

Come and see!  
For more informaƟon or to RSVP, contact Rosemarie at  RMcKenney@sjasr.org 
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SJAKids: Grades K-5       EDGE: Grades 6-8       LIGHT: Grades 9-12 

Children’s Faith FormaƟon (Grades K-5) 
Phone: 925-830-4710     Email: CFF@sjasr.org 
 
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12) 
Phone: 925-830-4720     Email: YouthMinistry@sjasr.org 

Gospel Reading 
Mark 1:14-20 
Jesus calls the fishermen, Simon and Andrew, James and John, to be his disciples. 
 

Family Connection 
 

Today’s Gospel describes how Jesus called his first disciples and the immediacy with which these 
men dropped everything to follow Him. We can only begin to imagine what Jesus’ presence must 
have been like to invoke such a response in these first disciples. While a few of us might relate to 
such a radical conversion, many of us would find such a sudden change in ourselves or in another 
person unseƩling. There are few things for which we would willingly drop everything and yet this 

is the immediacy with which these first disciples responded to Jesus. These first disciples were willing to drop 
everything in order to make Jesus and the Kingdom of God the most important things in their lives. 
 

Gather as a family and talk about circumstances in which you have had to “drop everything.” (the call to pick 
up a sick child from school, the cry of a hurt or angry child) How did you feel about having to change your 
plans in each of these situaƟons? How do we feel when someone asks us to drop everything to help him or 
her? For many of us, it is not easy to drop everything to respond to the needs of another. 
 

Read today’s Gospel, Mark 1:14–20. Invite your family to imagine what Jesus’ presence and invitaƟon to 
these first followers must have been like that they responded by leaving their livelihoods to become His       
disciples. How might our lives change if we understood the Kingdom of God to be as important and immedi-
ate in our lives? Ask God to help you experience the Kingdom of God with such immediacy. Pray together the 
Lord’s Prayer. 
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