
 “To be Christ for Others as Christ is for Us.”...  Learn it, Live it! 

2601 San Ramon Valley Blvd.  San Ramon, CA  94583-1630 
PASTOR 
 Rev. Raymond Sacca 
DEACON 
  Rev. Mr. John Durden 
  Rev. Mr. Fred Seril 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 
 Bob Cummings 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS:  
M-Th: 8:30 a.m.– 4 p.m. 
Friday: 8:30 a.m.  - 12 noon 

 

EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATIONS 
(Masks recommended indoors for the  
unvaccinated) 

Weekday Mass 
9:00 AM 

Vigil Liturgy 
Saturday, 4:30 PM  

Weekend Masses 
Sunday, 8:00 , 10:00 AM  
and 12:00 PM  

Next Youth Mass:  
Youth Mass not offered  
this summer 
 

Daily Mass and Sunday 8 AM Mass are 
livestreamed on our Parish  
website at www.sjasr.org 
 

CHURCH OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER   
M-Th: 8:30 a.m.—4 p.m. 
Friday: 8:30 a.m.—Noon 
Chapel also open for private prayer 
 

EUCHARIST TO SICK OR HOMEBOUND 
 Arranged with Homebound Ministry  
 

RECONCILIATION 
  Saturday, 3– 4 p.m. or by appt.   

  

PRAY THE ROSARY   
 Monday - Friday a er the 9 AM Mass  
 

EXPOSITION OF THE  
BLESSED SACRAMENT 
1st Friday of the month, 7-8 p.m. 

 
PASTOR 
 Rev. Johnson Abraham 
 
DEACON 
  Rev. Mr. John Durden 
  Rev. Mr. Fred Seril 
  Rev. Mr. Brendan Coffey (transi onal) 
 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 
 Bob Cummings 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS:  
M-Th: 8:30 a.m.– 4 p.m. 
Friday: 8:30 a.m.  - 12 noon 

 

EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATIONS 
Weekday Mass 

9:00 AM 
Vigil Liturgy 

Saturday, 4:30 PM  
Weekend Masses 

Sunday, 8:00 , 10:00 AM  
and 12:00 PM  

 

Daily 9 AM Mass and Sunday 8 AM 
Mass are livestreamed on our Parish  
website at www.sjasr.org 
 

CHURCH OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER   
M-Th: 8:30 a.m.—4 p.m. 
Friday: 8:30 a.m.—Noon 
Chapel also open for private prayer 
 

EUCHARIST TO SICK OR HOMEBOUND 
 Arranged with Homebound Ministry  
 

RECONCILIATION 
  Saturday, 3– 4 p.m. or by appt.   

  

PRAY THE ROSARY   
 Monday - Friday a er the 9 AM Mass  
 

EXPOSITION OF THE  
BLESSED SACRAMENT 
Beginning January 2024: 1st Friday of 
the month, a er 9 a.m. Daily Mass  
un l 12 Noon. Closes w/ Benedic on 

Adults: What special prayers and tradi ons do you observe during 
the season of Advent?  Are you going to introduce any new  
tradi ons or prac ces? 
 
Children: This week, the Church observes the First week of Advent. 
How is your family preparing for Christmas?  Do you share special 
prayers, light candles in an Advent wreath, or use an Advent  
calendar? If not, there’s s ll me to begin!  During Advent, can you 
set a me in the day aside for special prayers?  
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PARISH OFFICE   2601 San Ramon Valley Blvd.  San Ramon, CA  94583-1630 
Phone: 925-830-0600  Fax: 925 830-5059  
Email:  ParishOffice@sjasr.org Website: www.sjasr.org  
 Realm:  h ps://onrealm.org/sjasr FORMED: h ps://sjasr.formed.org 
Facebook:   h ps://www.facebook.com/stjoansr    
Instagram:   h ps://www.instagram.com/stjoansr  
Twi er:         h ps://www.twi er.com/stjoansr 
Hours: M-Th: 8:30 a.m.—4 p.m.; Friday: 8:30 a.m.– 12 Noon 
 

 Rev. Johnson Abraham                                    x223 jabraham@sjasr.org 
  Deacon John Durden  jdurden@sjasr.org 
    Deacon Fred Seril  fseril@sjasr.org 
 Bob Cummings - Pastoral Associate   x224 bcummings@sjasr.org 
 Wendy Bankson - Office Administrator   x221 wbankson@sjasr.org 
 Raymond Figueroa- Ministry & Comm.   X228 rfigueroa@sjasr.org  
 Janet Magtoto - IT and Administra on  x243 jmagtoto@sjasr.org 
 John Cummings - Facili es Plant Manager  x232 jcummings@sjasr.org 
 Agatha Lee - Music/Choir x227  alee@sjasr.org 
  

FAITH FORMATION AND EVANGELIZATION  
 Phone: 925 830-4710  
 Mary Machi - Director   x244 mmachi@sjasr.org 
  

  ADULT FAITH FORMATION  
 Phone: 925 830-0600  AFF@sjasr.org  
 Rosemarie McKenney - Director  x248  rmckenney@sjasr.org 
 Maureen Tiffany - RCIA   x222  m ffany@sjasr.org 
  

  CHILDREN AND YOUTH FAITH FORMATION   
 Phone:  925 830-4710 (grades K-5)  CFF@sjasr.org 
 Mary Machi - Children’s Sacraments   x244 mmachi@sjasr.org 
 Marie Pena - Office Administrator   x230 mpena@sjasr.org 
 
 Phone:         925 830-4720 (grades 6-12)   YouthMinistry@sjasr.org 
 Beverly Fung  - LIGHT (High school)               x231 bfung@sjasr.org 
 Gina Camp -Confirma on/EDGE (6-8 grade) x233 gcamp@sjasr.org       

    

If your contact informa on changes please no fy the Parish Office. 
YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION 

SACRAMENTS OUR CONTACT INFORMATION 

“The Sacraments are the manifesta on of the 
Father’s tenderness and love  

towards each of us.”    

BAPTISM    Private bap sms are now 
available on Saturdays.  To make an  
appointment, please send an email to the 
parish office at bap sm@sjasr.org 
 

CONFIRMATION   Prepara on for teens 
begins in grade nine. Contact the Youth 
Ministry Office. Adults, over 18, contact 
Maureen Tiffany at 830-0600. 
 

MARRIAGE   The bride, the groom or their 
parents must be registered parishioners of 
St. Joan of Arc. The couple must also meet 
with a priest at least six months prior to the 
proposed wedding date. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK   For anyone 
experiencing chronic illness or preparing for 
medical treatment, surgery, long-term care, 
etc., please call the Parish Office to arrange 
an appointment with a priest.  
 

CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (R.C.I.A.)  
For individuals interested in becoming 
Catholic, and for adult Catholics who have 
not received Eucharist or Confirma on, 
contact the Parish Office. 

~Pope Francis 

SACRAMENTS 

Read the readings before you come to 
Mass. The daily readings can be found in 
many places, including: 

• page three of the bulle n 
• online at www.usccb.org 
• on the Catholic phone app Laudate 

“The Sacraments are the manifesta on of the 
Father’s tenderness and love  

towards each of us.”    

Au sm and Special Needs Support 
will not be mee ng on a regular basis 
un l further no ce. For ques ons or 
concerns, contact Sue Walsh at  
sbwjobs1@mac.com, or 925-708-5671 

 
 

Divorce and Separated Support  
Sue Pieraccini  925 819-1809 
smc9@sbcglobal.net  

 
 

 

Financial Needs and/or dona ons: 
St. Vincent de Paul 

 Leave message at office:  
925-830-0600, X246 

PREPARE FOR MASS  

SJASR.FORMED.ORG - free Catholic 
movies and books. 

RESOURCES FOR YOU 
General Social Service Needs  

Addic on, Domes c Violence, 
Educa on and more. Visit  Faith in 
Ac on Catholic Social Services at 
faithinac onoakdiocese.org 
 
 
 

Job Support 
Rosemarie McKenney 925 830-0600 
rmckenney@sjasr.org 

 
 
 

Marriage Trouble - Get Hope  
HelpOurMarriage.com 
www.sjasr.org/MARRIAGE 

RESOURCES TO ASSIST YOU WITH A STRUGGLE  
YOU MAY BE CURRENTLY EXPERIENCING 

 Join Realm, our parish 
communica on system for 
the latest  parish news, 
group and ministry updates, 

and service opportuni es. If you’d like to join 
Realm,  please contact Ministry and 
Communica ons Coordinator Raymond 
Figueroa at rfigueroa@sjasr.org  or send your 
your request via the parish website. 
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MASS SCHEDULE, READINGS AND INTENTIONS 
If the priest or lector inadvertently fails to men on the name 
of the Mass inten on, be assured that the celebrant will  
remember your loved ones during the Liturgy of the Eucharist.  

PRAYERS  

LOVED ONES WHO ARE DECEASED:   
BRET BUSSEY        CATHERINE FIDEL 

We add new names to the sick list weekly (generally, 
names remain on the sick list for three months). To 
add a name, please email:  parishoffice@sjasr.org  

Dear God, Please embrace those who are sick and hur ng today and let 
them feel the warmth of Your love and  healing presence. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

LOVED ONES WHO ARE SICK   (recently added are in red). 

Edna Aguadera 
Chan Belloso 
Lois Belmessieri 
Teresita Bernal 
Shirin Blessi 
Viola Cleo Bradshaw 
Carina Besana Bucu 
Frank Canova 
Elma Capisen 
Gloria Chapman 
See Siu Bi Co 
Fran Coit 
Don and Paula Coloppy 
Agnes Cosgrove 
Missie Cruz 
Naff Davis 
Ramon de Guzman 
Patrick DeLiegro 
Rev. Jenito Delos Santos 
Gregory Dimmling 
Danton Dizon 
Cosmo and Patrick Diliegro 
Michael Dunkel 
L. Duran 
Bobby Durden 
Rita and Bob Edwards 
Ella Empleo 
Coleen Franklin 
Kaleo Gabriel 
Suselyn Gamo on 
Jim Ganser 
Michael Geib 
Judith Geib 
Mary Ann Gibbs 
Irma Gonzales 
Gina and Tom Hajduch 
Connie Heim 
Deacon Bill Henderson 
David and Robbie Hiduk 
Colleen Holmolka 
Glynnis Hubbard 
Mary Jabari & Jabari Family 
Mina Jacinta 
Fiona Jones 
Patrick Knight 
Ronald and Robert Kopas 

Marie Kroha 
Rev. Liam Lacey 
Patria Lagbao 
Tom Leverton 
Ron Lommori 
Connie Ma 
Jeremy Ma 
Marcie Mach 
Dorothy Mariscal and Family 
Joan McCormack 
Irmgard Witzke McMillan 
Judith Mendaros 
Melody Mendoza 
William Mendoza 
Angel Moreno 
Joy Muyco 
Romeo Naguit  
Barbara Pinto-Choate 
Julie Quizon 
Judy Quadraccia 
Melba Rebiejo 
Karen Rivera 
Pat Rosecrans 
Gualberto Salva n, Jr.  
Rick San  
Jason Scher 
John Schnaidt 
Sinead 
Jimmy and Doug Smith 
Camden Stefanik & Family 
Katherine Stupak 
Betsy Sullivan 
Ashleigh Talbo   
Michael Tam 
Sandra Thompson 
Virginia Vassiliou 
Paul Vazquez 
Nicasio Villamil, Sr. 
Arildo Villon  
Raquel Villon 
Phil Volta 
Bill White 
Sean Wilske 
Sheryl Wingard 
Frank Williams 

Saturday, December 2:  
Dn 7:15-27/Dn 3:82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87/Lk 21:34-36             
 4:30 PM       Louise Svarczkopf  
 
Sunday, December 3:  
Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 (4)/ 
1 Cor 1:3-9/Mk 13:33-37  
          8:00 AM       Ramona Na vidad +   
          10:00 AM      Members of St. Joan of Arc      
          12 Noon        Raul and Meriam (Thanksgiving)   
 
Monday, December  4: 
Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mt 8:5-11  
            9:00 AM        Josie Suniga + 
   
Tuesday, December  5:  
Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17/Lk 10:21-24  
             9:00 AM       David James Keith     
                            
Wednesday, December 6:   
Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/Mt 15:29-37    
             9:00 AM        The Family of Deacon Hock    
               
Thursday, December 7:  
Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a/Mt 7:21, 24-27 
            9:00 AM        Anna Mendonca Olsen +          
              
Friday, December 8:  
Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/ 
Lk 1:26-38  
            9:00 AM         Frances “Bella” Ferran  + 
           12:10 PM         Souls in Purgatory 
             7:00 PM         Bertrem Brehm + 
   
              
Saturday, December 9:  
Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/ 
Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8      
         4:30 PM       Laura & Renato Silverstre + 
 
Sunday, December 10:  
Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14 (8)/2 Pt 3:8-14/
Mk 1:1-8  
          8:00 AM       Members of St. Joan of Arc       
          10:00 AM      John de Melo +     
          12 Noon        Ramona Na vidad + 
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Follow St. Joan of  Arc on social media at: 
 
Facebook: h ps://www.facebook.com/stjoansr 

1st Week of  Advent  
December 3, 2023 
Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we 
shall be saved.”   (Ps 80) 

                        Keeping Watch 
 
Lately I’ve been listening to a science-based podcast on 
healthy daily living. The host frequently discusses the 
wide range of health benefits of sleep. So, each night I’m 
trying to get more, and be er, slumber, and it’s helping 
me feel energized. So, why in the world should we follow 
Christ’s advice this week? “Watch, therefore, for you do 
not know when the master of the house will come … lest 
he find you asleep.” Isn’t sleep, especially at midnight 
and cockcrow, a good thing? 
   Of course it is, but the wakefulness the Lord calls us to 
is a deep, personal orienta on to Him. A nightly vigil is  
a metaphor for this, but it’s not just that. We should give 
up real sleep in order to pray, too. This difficult prac ce is 
a me-tested way to foster wakefulness of heart. When 
we give up sleep to pray, it focuses us. We learn that life 
is not an endless series of days. You and I belong to the 
Lord — awake or asleep, in life and in death. Sooner or 
later, even our need for our physical sleep will pass away. 
Our a en veness to God — that is, whether we are 
awai ng Him to meet us — will be all that ma ers.  
     May I challenge us this week and this Advent to  
inten onally give up at least one hour of sleep each week 
for prayer? Stay up later, wake up in the middle of the 
night, or an hour earlier, and pray. Will we be a bit more 

red the next day? Yes, but we’ll be amazed at the spir-
itual wakefulness that results, to       ~Fr. John Muir ©LPi  

Upcoming Weekly Programs:   
 
Sunday 
7 p.m.  Confirma on Groups 
 
Monday 
6:50-8:30 p.m.:  LIGHT  
5—6:30 p.m.:  RCIA (Conference Rm) 
7 p.m.:  Eucharist in Scripture Study (Cl. 1) 
 
Tuesday 
10 a.m.  Peacemakers Group 
7 p.m.  Simbang Gabi Choir prac ce (Church) 
7 p.m.   Adult Confirma on (Conference Rm) 
 
Wednesday 
9:30 a.m. Medita on Group (Cl. 1) 
6:50-8:30 p.m. EDGE (MPR and Classrooms) 
7 p.m.   Choir rehearsal (Church) 
 
Friday            
7:00 p.m. Friday Evening Mass Prepara on (LCR) 
LCR: Lower Conference Room 

 

Pick up your complimentary  
2024 Religious Art calendars   

in the church vestibules 

Annual Kathy's Giving Tree is up  
                        in the Sanctuary 
 
There are s ll a few ornaments le  on Kathy's Giving 
Trees. Come to church early (or stay late) and choose 
an ornament from either tree that will benefit the 
following local non-profit agencies: Bay Area Crisis 
Nursery (angel ornament), Toys for Tots (star orna-
ment), Shepherd's Gate (snowflake ornament) 
and St. Mary's Center (bulb ornament). To donate to 
St. Vincent de Paul's sponsored Den sts on Wheels, 
please visit our parish website for the online giving 
op on.  Please return the gi  (listed on the back of 
the ornament) with the ornament to the tree no 
later than Sunday, December 10.   

Feast Day of  the  
Immaculate Conception 

Mass Times: 
9 a.m., 12:10 p.m. and 7 p.m. 

Advent Communal Reconciliation Service 
Wednesday, December 6 at 7 p.m. 

 

Advent is a beau ful season, when we prepare to  
welcome the Christ child. Many of us observe Advent  
with special prayers and tradi ons, like ligh ng candles 
on an Advent wreath, se ng up a crèche or medita ng 
on the daily readings.  
   We are also encouraged to do a  li le introspec on 
during this me of prepara on. If you haven’t been to 
Reconcilia on in a while, and want to experience the 
grace and peace in this healing sacrament, please join us 
for our Advent Communal Reconcilia on Service on 
Wednesday, December 6 at 7 p.m.    
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Pray for the recently baptized  
 
We recently welcomed to our parish  
community the newly bap zed:  
 

Daisy Landis 
Elizabeth Marie Mitra  

   
We ask that you pray for Daisy, Elizabeth, their  
parents, and godparents as they con nue their faith  
journey. 

Upcoming retreats at San Damiano  
 
Are you looking for a prayerful retreat opportunity? To 
view upcoming events at neighboring San Damiano, log 
on to sandamiano.org  

WINGS: Women in God’s Spirit 
 

All women are invited to join WINGS, a faith sharing and 
spiritual enhancement group. We meet weekly on 
Wednesday mornings for inspira onal speakers, prayer 
and sharing me with women of all ages. 
   Join the St. Raymond Winter Season of WINGS 
 as We Seek Peace with the Book of James Bible Study; 
“THRIVE.” Winter mee ngs begin Wednesday,  
January 10; Social at 9 a.m., program at 9:30 a.m. 
    For further informa on or registra on, contact us at 
wings.straymond@gmail.com  Join us and bring a friend!  

                    The Saints Speak… 
 
“If the Word of God is living and powerful, and if the Lord 
does all things whatsoever He wills; if He said, "Let there 
be light", and it happened; if He said, "let there be a  
firmament", and it happened; ...if finally the Word of God 
Himself willingly became man and made flesh for Himself 
out of the most pure and undefiled blood of the holy and 
ever Virgin, why should He not be capable of making 
bread His Body and wine and water His Blood?... God 
said, "This is my Body", and "This is my Blood."”  
                                         ~St. John Damascene 

          Saints and Special Observances 
 
Monday: St. John Damascene, Priest and Doctor 
  of the Church  
Wednesday: St. Nicholas, Bishop  
Thursday: St. Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor of the 
  Church  
Friday:  The Immaculate Concep on of the 
  Blessed Virgin Mary  
Saturday: St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin  

                 2023 Advent Season Schedule 
 

T   C : 
    Saturday, December 2, a er the 4:30 p.m. Mass 
    Na vity scene blessing, Christmas carols, hot  
    chocolate & cookies, and ligh ng of Christmas tree  
     

A  C  R  S   
   Wednesday, Dec. 6 at  7 p.m. 
    

S    I  C : 
F , D  8  
    Masses:  9 a.m., 12:10 p.m.  and 7 p.m. 
 

S  G  M  (M   G ) 
Sat., Dec. 16 thru Sat., Dec. 23, 7 p.m. Mass;  
Sun., Dec. 24: Mass at 6 a.m.  

     Save the date: West Coast Walk for Life 
            Saturday, January 20, 2024  
 
Join us for the 20th Annual West Coast Walk for Life. 
We’ll meet at 9:30 a.m. at the St. Joan of Arc statue and 
will caravan to West Dublin BART. Prayer rally begins at 
12:30 p.m., and walk at 1:30 p.m. See pg. 8 for full  
details. For more informa on, please contact Vic David at  
(925) 997-8867. 

Coming in February: Knights of  Columbus 
Crab and Pasta Feed 

Saturday, February 10, 2024 
No-host social  at 5 p.m.; Dinner at 6:15 p.m.  

$75 per person; Reserva ons at www.kofcsr9206.org 

Help families have a Merry  
Christmas through the St. Vincent de 

Paul Christmas Gift  
giving program  

Our St. Vincent de Paul Christmas gi  giving program is 
now live on the website.  To help one of our less fortu-
nate families have a Merry Christmas, please log on to:  
h p://www.sjargiving.org.  
   This year, we have over 50 families needing our help. 
Go to our website to view the list of family needs.   
     Please return the gi  cards to the Parish Office by  
Friday, December 8th. Once again, we thank you for your 
con nued generosity in making this program a success.  
   
Your St. Vincent de Paul Society 
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GO TO SJASR.FORMED.ORG  
FOR FREE MOVIES, AUDIO BOOKS, E-BOOKS, ,TALKS, STUDIES AND 
MORE! FEATURED MOVIES: Mother Teresa, Clare & Francis, Padre 
Pio, Pope John Paul II, Joan of Arc,  Bakhita and Joseph. 

PREPARE FOR SUNDAY MASS  
at 7pm on Friday nights in the Lower Conference Room 

Join us on Friday evenings from 7-8:30 pm when we meet in-person to prepare for the weekend’s Mass by 
viewing videos from Dr. Brant Pitre that will deepen our understanding of the readings we will hear at Mass 
each week,  blossom our understanding of the Gospels and enhance our rela onships with Jesus.  All are wel-
come! Just drop in or RSVP to Emil at mbehraz@gmail.com. 

WELCOME SENIOR ADULTS 
Our Senior Adult Ministry meets,  "SAM", meets on the  

second Tuesday of the month at 11:30  
To explore, contact: Phyllis at  (925) 804-6090 phyllis9@comcast.net 

SOMEONE YOU KNOW MAY BE HURTING 
DURING THIS HOLIDAY SEASON 

Help them … or help yourself …  
to find help and support  during separa on and divorce. 

 

Our divorce support group gathers on Tuesdays at 7pm. Contact Sue Pieraccini at smc9@sbcglobal.net 

ROOTED: Discover the Jesse Tree this Advent 
This new series provides us daily Advent reflec ons using the Jesse Tree 
model. Each seven-minute episode  introduces the ancestors of Jesus Christ, 
shares a Scripture passage and offers an engaging , prac cal reflec on. 

ADVENT: Rethinking the Season 
Advent is unlike other seasons: it is not about itself; instead, it is about pre-
paring for another season: Christmas. In this audio presenta on, we will hear 
stories and Old Testament readings to explain the “pre-season” of Advent. 

ADVENT THROUGH THE CENTURIES 
This half-hour message describes the history of the Catholic Church’s  
observance of Advent in both its liturgical and cultural forms … and how they 
have emerged and developed over the centuries.  

FREE RESOURCES FOR ADVENT 
Just go to SJASR.Formed.org 



SAN RAMON,  CA           Page Seven 

Programs and Services : Rosemarie McKenney        Adult Sacraments: Maureen Tiffany 
RMcKenney@sjasr.org 925 830-0600, x248               MTiffany@sjasr.org, 925 830-0600, x222 

Adult Faith Formation’s mission: to form joyful disciples who know, love  
and serve Jesus … through prayer, learning, community and service 

CAN YOU GIVE SOMEONE A RIDE  
TO CHURCH THIS ADVENT SEASON? 

Mobility is so important to all of us.  
If you can help, contact: David@mobilityma erscc.com or 925 284-2215. 

JOIN OUR REJOICE! 
ADVENT STUDY 

Draw closer to God this Advent through His Word. This series 
immerses us in the readings that anchor us during the Advent 
season–the Sunday Mass readings, which make Jesus come 
to live more fully in our hearts as we experience greater joy 
and peace throughout the Advent season and beyond. 
No materials are required to be part of this study but an  
op onal electronic journal can be purchased at  
h ps:// nyurl.com/AdventRejoice. 
Study groups include  Wed mornings and evenings and Thurs 
evenings and Saturday mornings. 
Write to RMcKenney@sjasr.org for more informa on. 

Help us plan our upcoming 
Winter Alpha Dinner Film Series 
If  you’ve experienced an Alpha Film Series, you know what a wonderful  
opportunity it provides for building community, forming friendships,  
understanding our personal rela onships with Jesus and growing closer to God. 

Help us to bring this excep onal experience to our community by joining us for a 
planning mee ng this Tuesday night, December 5, at 7 p.m. in the LCR (Lower  
Conference Room.) 

Please come and help us to pray and brainstorm ideas to make this next Series the best yet for our local 
community. Our Alpha Series will be Tuesday evenings from January 9 to March 26. 

For more informa on, contact Rosemarie at RMcKenney@sjasr.org. 
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SJAKids: Grades K-5       EDGE: Grades 6-8       LIGHT: Grades 9-12 

Children’s Faith Forma on (Grades K-5) 
Phone: 925-830-4710     Email: CFF@sjasr.org 
 
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12) 
Phone: 925-830-4720     Email: YouthMinistry@sjasr.org 

Gospel Reading 
Mark 13:33-37 
Jesus warns his disciples to be watchful so that they will be ready when the Son of Man comes. 

Family Connec on 

In family life, we try to prepare ourselves for many future things: our next vaca on, our children’s 
educa on, our re rement. We are careful not to allow ourselves to be caught by surprise so that 
we can handle any challenges our family may face. Today’s Gospel reminds us that we are called to 
be just as a en ve and alert to the coming of the Son of Man so that it will not catch us               

unprepared. This means a ending to our family’s spiritual life as carefully as we a end to other important 
family ma ers. 
 

As you gather as a family, talk about a me when you received surprise visitors at your house, perhaps a 
neighbor who stopped by or a rela ve who arrived unannounced. Was your household prepared to receive 
this unannounced guest? What might your family have done differently if you knew ahead of me that this 
visitor was going to arrive? Jesus told his disciples that no one knows when the Son of Man will return,       
except the Father. Read with your family what Jesus told his disciples in today’s Gospel, Mark 13:33-37. 
 

During Advent, we not only prepare ourselves to celebrate the birth of Jesus, we also check to see if we are 
doing all the things that will keep us ready to receive Jesus when he comes again. Talk about how your family 
can recommit to daily prayer, reading Scripture, and staying faithful to God’s commandments. Pray together 
that through this Advent season your family will be more prepared to receive Jesus when he comes again. 
Read as a concluding prayer Paul’s word to the Corinthians found in today’s second reading, 1 Corinthians 1:3
-9, or pray the Lord’s Prayer. 
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California

CatholicMatch.com/CA

1955 San Ramon Valley Blvd.,
San Ramon,  CA 94583

925-820-0552
Commitment to Excellence... • www.dsbodyshop.com

Parishioner
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jaltamirano@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x2118
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(925) 336-1105

St. MichaelSt. Michael  
ceMetery & Funeral center FD1974

Start planning today:
Funeral | Cremation | Cemetery | Family Estates

(855) 894-6540 | cfcsoakland.org
Call to inquire about available discounts. 

Serving all faiths throughout the Bay Area!
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